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STATEMENT OF SAFETY AND EFFICACY OF ORGANIC SILICONES 

Health care related applications for organic silicones also known as organo-siloxanes have been 
used in countless products which have been in the health and beauty aid markets for over 30 
years.  High Desert Pharmaceutics is fortunate to have a unique product development opportunity 
which uses organo-siloxanes for several of its market ready products.  Organo-siloxanes have 
undergone numerous and exhaustive materials testing by an independent organization known as 
the Silicones Environmental, Health and Safety Council of North America (SEHSC).  SEHSC is a 
not-for-profit trade association comprised of North American silicone chemical producers and 
importers.  

For more than 30 years, SEHSC has promoted the safe use of silicones through product 
stewardship and environmental, health and safety research. The organization also is involved in 
legislative and regulatory issues relating to all silicone materials.  

SEHSC's primary focus is to coordinate scientific research on health, safety and environmental 
issues involving silicones. It regularly conducts studies on silicone based materials as a means of 
promoting the safe use and application. They further submit their research results and prepare 
comprehensive reports for peer review through independent scientific advisory boards and 
through the publication of the results in the peer-reviewed scientific literature.  

For example all medical applications and infant care products with organic silicones satisfy the 
highest quality standards demanded by health care professionals, patients and families. Resistant 
to bacteria, organo-silicones are easy to sterilize. They do not react with other materials and do 
not irritate the body. Used externally or intravenously, they do not generate unwelcome 
byproducts or trigger allergic reactions.  

Organo-silicones increase the functionality and absorption of some medications. Silicones soften 
and smooth topical medications so they can be applied without leaving a greasy residue, and 
form a seal that protects wounds during the healing process.  

Silicone rubber tubing in some medical devices such as drug delivery systems or heart 
pacemakers helps reduce the risk of infection. Silicone-enhanced lubricants ease the insertion of 
needles and devices.  

Organo-silicones can most closely approximate the consistency of skin and offer exceptional 
cushion and comfort in prosthetics. 

Furthermore, organo-silicone manufacturers work cooperatively with U.S. and Canadian federal, 
state and provincial regulatory agencies to assess data and ensure that silicones continue to be 
safe for human health and the environment. Silicone manufacturers have undertaken the largest 
voluntary health and safety program ever conducted on organo-silpxanes to ensure that the 
materials are safe for their intended uses, as well as educate consumers of the many benefits 
associated with them. As manufacturers, it is their commitment to make available basic 
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environmental, health, and safety data on silicon-based materials produced in high volumes to all 
national governments through the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. 
Most recently, they have also committed to provide Health Canada and Environment Canada with 
safety data on all organo-siloxanes. 

All organo-silicone manufacturers are dedicated to the safety of silicones and conduct research to 
increase our understanding. They communicate relevant research and safety information to 
regulatory agencies, employees and customers. They utilize an independent panel of expert 
scientists (SEHSC) for the review of study methods and results, and submit their research to 
peer-reviewed publications. They submit all final research reports to regulatory agencies as 
appropriate. 

In conclusion, High Desert Pharmaceutics will continue to follow the above protocol and usage 
criteria recommended by the SEHSC, manufacturers and the federal agencies it has a 
requirement to report to. 

Please Note that the controversy of silicone breast implants, which has given a bad name to the 
entire silicone industry for over a decade, has been laid to rest by the U.S. FDA.  The FDA 
recently approved silicone breast implant products for two manufacturers.     

 

Sources:  SEHSC website, USFDA website 

 


